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1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published 
under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the 
effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the 
United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 
language. 

Claims 1, 2, 3, 12, 14, 18, 19, 22, 23, 24, 29 and 30 are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Sobol . 
(US 20002/0071035) . 

With regard to claim 23, Sobol discloses in Figs. 7 and 3, 
a digital camera docking station that comprises the digital 
camera (digital camera 200, [0033], it is noted that the base 
unit 404 has the same functions as cradle 150 [0055] ; thus, base 
unit 404 includes the same circuit elements as disclosed in Fig. 
3) , second communication terminal through which two-way 
communication with an external apparatus is performed (lines 2 66 
and 268, [0034] and [0041]), and a cradle (cradle 150 [0039]) 
comprising a camera mounting section on which the digital camera 
is removably mounted (a recess of cradle 150) ; and a first 
communication terminal which is connected to the external 
apparatus (lines 414 or 412, [0055] ), wherein the first 
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communication terminal and the second communication terminal are 
connected to each other when the digital camera is mounted on 
the camera mounting section (lines 266 and 268 are connected to 
printer 326 or electrical connection 330 via processor 314, 
[0037] ) . 

With regard to claim 24, Sobol discloses in Figs. 7 and 3, 
a digital camera docking station that comprises the digital 
camera further comprises a detection device which detects an 
electronic connection between the digital camera and the cradle 
(current sensor 254 and processor 314 [0039] and [0040]); and the 
digital camera sets an operation mode thereof at a communication 
mode for communicating with the external apparatus when the 
detection device detects that the first communication terminal 
and the second communication terminal are connected to each 
other (processor 264 sets camera 2 00 in a communication mode; 
where camera connections 266 and 268 are connected with line 328 
of the printer, [0041] ) . 

With regard to claim 29, Sobol discloses in Figs. 7 and 3, 
a digital camera docking station that comprises the digital 
camera further comprises a power input terminal through which DC 
power is inputted . (battery 258 includes power input terminals 
218 and 220) ; the cradle further comprises a power output 
terminal through which the DC power is outputted (power supply 
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2 92 includes power output terminals 2 94 and 296) ; and the power 
input terminal and the power output terminal are connected to 
each other when the digital camera is mounted on the camera 
mounting section (detent mechanism 300 connects power supplies 
of camera and cradle 150 [0035] ) . 

With regard to claim 30, Sobol discloses in Figs. 7 and 3, 
a digital camera docking station that comprises the power input 
terminal of the digital camera is arranged at a bottom of the 
digital camera (input terminals 218 and 2220 are located at the 
bottom of the camera as shown in Fig. 3); the digital camera 
mounting section of the cradle has a recess which guides the 
digital camera (cradle 150 has a recess as shown in Fig. 3); the 
power output terminal of the cradle is arranged at a bottom of 
the recess (terminals 166 and 164) ; and the power input terminal 
of the digital camera and the power output terminal Of the 
cradle are connected to each other in synchronization with 
operation of mounting the digital camera on the cradle (camera 
is mounted properly as shown in Fig. 3, [0033] ) and [0034]). 

Claims 1, 2 and 3 recite what was discussed with respect to 
claims 23, 24 and 25. 

Claim 12 recites what was discussed with respect to claim 

30. 

Claim 14 recites what was discussed with respect claim 23. 
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Claims 18 and 19 recite what was discussed with respect to 
claims 2 9 and 30 . 

Claim 22 recites what was discussed with respect to claim 

30. 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 10, 11, 20, 21, 31, 32 and 33 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sobol. 

With regard to claim 31, Sobol discloses the same subject 
matter as discussed with respect to claim 23, except that the 
digital camera further comprises an audio output terminal; 
the cradle further comprises an audio input terminal; and 
the audio output terminal and the audio/video input terminal are 
connected to each other when the digital camera is mounted on 
the camera mounting section. 

Sobol does not disclose any audio output terminal. However, • 
Official Notice is taken for a digital camera that includes an 
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audio terminal so as to transmit recoded audio signals with 
video signals for play back. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
incorporate an audio signal terminal in the camera system Sobol 
so as to output audio/video to the cradle 15 0 because the output 
audio/video signals to the cradle would enhance the video images 
with audio sound. 

It is noted that in the combination, the audio/video output 
terminals would be connections terminals 266, 268 and 312 and 
32 0, which are modified so as to conduct audio/video signals. 

With regard to claim 32, recites what was discussed with 
respect to claim 30. 

Claims 33 recites what was discussed with respect to claim 

32. 

Claims 10 and 11 recite what was discussed with respect to 
claims 31 and 32 . 

Claims 2 0 and 21 recite what was discussed with respect to 
claims 31 and 32 . 

4. Claims 4-9, 13, 15-17 and 25-28 are objected to as being 
dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if 
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rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations 
of the base claim and any intervening claims . 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Shindo et al discloses a docking station that includes a 
printer, 

Okamoto et al discloses a video phone that includes a 
charger . 

Hashimoto et al discloses an electronic camera that 
comprises an external communication interface. 

Rissman discloses a camera system that includes a digital 
camera and a hot shoe receptor. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to TUAN HO 
whose telephone number is (571) 272-7365. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Mon-Fri from 7AM to 4PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's acting supervisor, David Ometz can 
be reached on (571) 272-7593. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
(572) 273-8300. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status 
of this application or proceeding should be directed to the 
Customer Service whose telephone number is (571) 272-2600. 




TUAN HO 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2615 



